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make a difference on this issue."

"..The agency has an obligation to take steps to prevent removal both before the
initial hearing and prior to the dispositional hearing. Failing to identify possible
relative placements is arguably a failure to take reasonable steps to find those
placements."

- "Family Finding from a Judicial Perspective,” Hon. Leonard Edwards

Imagine you are an ILSP case manager working with a 17 year old youth who tells
you she doesn't know any of her extended family members or that she misses a
former close family friend. Maybe you are the attorney just appointed to represent a
young child at an initial hearing or you represent an incarcerated parent. Perhaps
you are the Judge or Magistrate conducting the adjudicatory hearing or a post-
permanency hearing. What can YOU do to ensure a youth who doesn't need to be
placed into foster care is not, that your client has the support he/she needs to
reunify, or that the child doesn't lose important connections to the healthy, safe and
available family members?

This subject is discussed in the recently published[1] article, written by Rose
Wentz and Kelly Lynn Beck. The notion that family should and must[2] be contacted
early and often as a way to meet our reasonable efforts requirements is highlighted.

You can access the article here. Itis also highlighted in the Shriver Blog.

Kelly has presented extensively on the topic of reasonable efforts, Family
Finding, concurrent planning, engaging fathers and other permanency related issues
at national, county and state-wide gatherings in Maryland, Florida, Wisconsin, Texas,
Washington and others. To schedule a training, workshop or conference
presentation, contact us at familyfinding@senecacenter.org.

[1] Originally published in the Journal of Poverty Law, Shriver Institute, and also
available on the Children's Bureau Information Gateway.

[2] Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act of 2008 [PL 110-
351] requires notification to relatives within 30 days of removal.

Seneca Search Services was recently contacted by a caseworker for a youth
(Nancy[1]) in California whose parents were deceased. The mother died tragically in
1998 at the hands of a serial killer. Nancy was placed into foster care and thereafter
went to live with her father. Sadly, her father died a short time later. Nancy went
back into care and floated through the system for several years.

Nancy did have some contact with her father's side of the family, but no contact with
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